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This Arkansas native's debut album is 3
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thum from tenur saxuphunist
the hind of swinguig, eclec.
aght come frivn 1 jazz veter
1 with nat nly Chartu:

v Colibam,
Rullinus Stones, Frank Zappi,
anul the “Tanight Show ™ urchestra

¥ pianist Kenny Barran and
bassiat Reggie Workman (plus guitarst
Mark Whittield), Watts' outstanding urg-
inals include the gently lapping Miles-
e sunurities of " River OF Light,” the
Parkeresque bop lines of "Bird's [de
aad the yearnuig. bulladic tones ol
“Mumnliht And Shadows " Highlights of
Watts” standurd repertoire include 4 solo-
sux-introduced, bare-bones reading o
“Luver Mun” and 3 remalke of Charles
Mingus® pustmodern brass-and-sass
theme “Nostalyia {n Times Square.
Vacalist Carmen Lundy joins Watts for
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Flutist Orlandy “Maraes™ Vatle fei
wether Caban jacz act lrakere with an
otra e of lis own amd startad 3 band
ul the same name. With an unusual wand
sectiun f ww futes (the ather played by
Valle's wife, Celine). two saxes, and mwa
trumpets fune of which is Valle's brother
Lunsi, this white-hut enmbo revels in high-
peeid, kamikaze urrungements, kinetic
rhithms, and infectious harmonies on such
wild trachs as “El Tren,” “Bolivia,” and
Other vuts of note include
e plessantly sedate midtempy theme
Mante \dentra” and such traditional
Mtea-Cupan voeal tracks ss the call
frspon amls Kimbanceen”
dwlern L Vela, 'l.mxh ot which featane th
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Primeavers
PAODUCER Dmil G
Ocean Bressa 77711
Thaugh Sarely 17, thia classy Osnard,
Calid siren displays astonishing power.
range, and graceiul maturity as she
tnbes =uch track of this sterling coilec:
tun ar tradition Mewican evergreens
lier aWT urzistic Auances, Numerus
entnies tind favor at regional Mew-
can raikso. but the gurgenus. bras
futned buleco “Faltnerds” standa best
chanve for wider radio exposure. Contact;
213-780-6234,

AUFREDO RODRIGUEZ
Cuba Linda

PROOUCER -oe Boya

Hannaatfysodiic 1399

Stylish pranist rewisits Cuba's traditional
¥roaves with an eifervescent melange ot
stirring roots and Afro-Cuban fitual
entries that distinguishes this appealing
puckge from the mynad retro Cuba-cen-
tric discs currently tlovding the market.
Lovely dunzon instrumental rendition ul

¥ take of
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HORACE SILYER

The Tokyo Blues

AEISSUE PACCUCER. Mechasl Carcuns

Blua Hats 51355

Although this 1962 Horace Silver
album may look like a Bruback-styled
Incarpratation o th ladigencus mualc
Silver encountered while touning
Japan. it's really not derived from that
country's music. And who cares—the
albuin’s exoticism may be unly penfih-
eral, but it provides an enjuyable,
vaguely crogs-cultural backdrop for Sil-
ver’s alegantly simple blues-based coni-
bositions and his percusaive, space. and
dramaticaily funky piano style. Leading

2 quintet that features Blue Mitchell un
Y el A e S
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a progressive Jackie MeLean set that
lestures trumpeter Ornette Coleman.

DEXTER GOROON

The Compiets Blue Nota '60s Sessions
REISSUEL PROCUCER. Miches! Cuscuna

Dlve Mets 34200

Arguably the best of the modern tenar
sax players preceding the Coltrane and
Rollins ¢ra and one of the raust appeal-
ing performens ever, Long Tall Dexter
wis 4t his zenith when he returned w
the scene in '50 to recond nine classic
albums for the label aver a Bve-year
penod, nuling Sinatra-and-Lady Day-
level standards, Latin-tinged groovers,

and hard bup originals with panache and
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moving “ersion af clssic “Drume Nugr
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AGE OF FaITH
Emorace

PRODLLERS Mo, 3utn D nereraoes. et Tomen
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Marty Bush ard the fulks 3t Gray Dat
records proved their ability to discover
sreat talent when they launched rockers
Third Day teurrently nn Reunion), and it
sounds like they have another winning
band in Age OF Faith, Cumpusesd of drum-
nier Steven Blue quitarist Daniel Poly-
dures, bussisuyocalist Drue Bachmann,
and lead voealist Jimi Ray, the group cre.
ivells rock muarked by memo-
rable meladies and finely craite lyncs.
The single “The Love OF Jusus,” 1 duet
Between Kay aml Thind Day’y Mac Powell,
5 dlready getting tavorable response an

Chiistian raho, Other strong cuts ncluda

~ and the

er of “Sumething So 3
utte cut. Distributed by Word
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* (ESQUIVE
Merry Xmas

lur pad music Juun Gar-
cta Esquivei? Culled from various Esquisa!
releases from 1953 through 62, these
space-age Chrisimas carols come wrapped
in his no-holds-barred, rococo arrange-
mient style that seems gleetully unfectered
by musical lage. Set standouts include the
Ioonily overwTought "White Christmas”
and “Frosty The Snowman.” completa with
growling guitar glissandi and those fabu-
Ious “2u-u-zu-ing” vocalists. Only “The
Christmas Song” and "Sunta Claus s
Caming To Town™ ure yrounded in stan-
dard choral pop voual style, but Esquivel's
eccentric charm seeps through anyway.
‘The set also contains recently produced
ntro and vutro tracks with Esquivel
accompanied by latter-day lounge- pappers
Combustible Edison, whose Brother Cleve
assembled chis album, One is 4 typically .
bossa-bonkers version of “Jingle Bells”
with Esquivel’s exhortation of *Filiz Navi
dad, baby!

THE BELLAMY BROTHERS

A Tropical Chnisimas

PROCUCERS: Auisn Saym, e Bavamy Jrainers. Rurdy
webart

Buamy Biotans 3184

The Bellainy Brothers are known For
S music With 2 Huntry-meets
Canbbean vowboy charm. an this highly
enjoyable Chinstmas project otfees vanus
wiews an the holidays. Recordud in thew
native Flonda and i Germany, the album
inetndes “lingle Bells (A Coswhoy’s Holi-
day).” which describes 4 cowhoy C!

Chnst-
mas, and "0 Hippie Chnstmas.” which
radbas ths
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