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Orlonde "Maraca” Volle is
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dancers instead of the listeners, daly.
ing into the son fradition that gave birth 1o Lafin jazz. Superb albums like Sonando and Descarga fotal, both re
leased in the U.S, on the AhiNdma lobel, showed he wasn't slumming: his band, Otra Vision, wos filled with
terrific instrumentalists and singers, and the mix of classic and newer material proved infactious and energizing
He's never cfiempted to ape the magisterial nostalgia of the Buena Visto crew, and now he’s cast his nat widar
than ever on the new Tremende rumbal, surveying not only numerous Cuban forms—zesty sop, stately danzon
the. voice-and-percussion-driven guaguance, contemporary funkfueled fimba, and the Carnoval form called
conga—but ather Latin American and Caribbean traditions as well. There’s o bit of Colombion cumbia in “El fis
slle,” ‘and guest vocalist Ammiel Costellanos brings a teuch of Jamoican dancehall to "Casligale”; and the:
even a hause-driven ramix Jocked anto the end of the album; While Valle’s prodigious flute playing may be scarce,
his wise leadership isn'i—thaugh fhe album’s rather amazing cohesivanes: can also be explained in part by the
inkerent flexibility of Cuban music, which hos always eloboroted on jts past with sase. The unifying thread, of
course, s those unrelenting rhythms. Friday, June 21, 7:30 PM, Spirit of Music Garden, Grant Park, Michigon be-
twieen Harrison and Balbo; 3127424007, Saturdiy, June 22; 2:30 PM, Summer Solslice Celebration 2002, Mussum
of Contemparary Ar, 220 E. Chicogo; 312-280-2660;-5:30 PM, Flestas Puertorriquanas, Humbald Pork, 1400
N Sestamanto; 773-292-1414. PETER MARGASAK
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£ Mearpom and cafe featires jazz pianists
{ ax 9 PM Fridays and Saturdays, 8:30

| PM wecknighes. Fridays, 6.9 PM, Eric |

Lugosch. Saturdays, Erwin Helfer &
John Brumbach. Sundays, 8:30 PM

¢ John Camphell. Next Fridas, July |

9 BM, Valerie Salgado Booker &
Heitor Garcia, 773-728.3114.

INTERNATIONAL
CONCERTS ;

 BIO RITMO jecforms at Chicago

© Summerdance. Nexe Satorday, July

15, 7:30 PM (preceded by dance

i lessons at 6 PM), Spirit of Music

| -

VELVET LOUNGE 2128 S. Tndiina:
| Music afcer 9:30 PM- Fridag, RJ.
| Temple with Beau Barry, Darius
I Savage 8 Chad Taglor. Sarurday,
il Ecnest Dawkins with Avreeayl it &
Tatsu Aoki. Sundays, 6 PM, jam
| session with pianist Jim Baker, bassist
| Josh Abrams, saxophonist Dennis
Winslett, and percussionist Colby
Wiatkins, Wednesdays, 9:30 PM,
Velvet Lounge Inside/Ourside Band
with pianiss Jodie Christian, trumpeter |
Wialter Hendecson, alta saxist Denis
Winslett, bassist Mendi &
percussianist Tany Walton. Thursday,
David Boykin Trio. Next Friday and
Saturday, July 14 and 15, David
Boykin's Expanse. 312:791-9050.

{ Music Garden, Grant Park, Michigan

§ Garden, Grant Pack, Michigan

between Hareison and Balbo, 312-742- :

;4007

FRIENDS OF THE GAMELAN pecirr at
2 free *gamelan picnic. " Sunday, 1-4

PM, 1020 Aurora Ave., Aurora: 630+

£.653-6277. §
{ LAPENA Latin music showcase fearures |

n open stage and music by Samuel del |
Real Ensemble; free admission, i
Wednesday, &30 PM, Old Town
School of Folk Music, 4544 N,

Lincoln, 773-728-6000, ext. 141.

MARACA pecforms at Chicago
Summerdance; See Critic’s Choice.

* Thuirsday, July 13, 7:30 M (preceded

by dance lessans at 6 PM), Spirit of

berween Haerison and Balbo, 312742 ©
4007,

D. PEREZ PRADO ORCHESTRA Friday,
8 PM, Apolla's 2000, 2875 Wi
Ceemak. 773-247-0200.

SONIDOS CALIENTES, AZUKAR Free
oncert; Friday, 6 PM, McKinley
Park, 2210 W. Pershing. 312-427-
1676,

INTERNATIONA

MARACA

At the ripe old age of 33, Orlando “Maroca” Valle is
a seosoned veleran of Cuban music. In 1988, after
serving o short stint with great Cuban pianis! Emiliano
Salvader, the flute prodigy oined Irokere, the lag-
endary lafinjozz band led by pianist Chucho Valdes,
and ot 28 he decided he was ready for his closeup.
As heard on Havana Calling (Qbadise), his U, 5. debut,
Maroca was bent on adding his own twist to what
Irakere did, putting more emphasis on danceability and
of course on his own flest Hute tooting, It was o rice
recording, but a little selfindulgent. The following year
he racordad and played with Jesus Alemaiiy & dynamic
traditionalist outfit Cubanismo, whose propulsive en:
semble interplay seems fo hove inspired the sharper
Sonando [AhiNama), from 1998. Maraca’s excallent
15-piece band, Ofra Vision, sounds even batler on the
brandnew Descarga fofal, o survey of Cuban dance

forms—from stately danzon (“Hovanc danzon’) to
earthy guajira ("Oye guajira mi son”] fo! staightup
salsa (“Solo me quede”)—that eschews the fuzzy nos-
lalgia essaciated with the various Buena Vista Social
Club prajects, The mast salfcansciously contemporary.
lune, the burner “la paleo,” teatures o verbal batile be-
tween a sonero and a rapper, but there’s plenty of su-
perb Iraditional singing courtesy of Felix Valdes and
Wiliredo Compa, and Maraca once again lives up to
his repulation as the successor fo.onetime Orquesto
Aragon flulist Richard Egues: his shyfhmically daring,
lyrically swiff solos ore out of this world. This concert
kicks off the city’s ree Summerdance series;”dance
lessons siart 90 minutes: befors the pertormance
Thursday, July 13, 7:30 PM, Gran! Park, Spirit of Music
Garden, betwean Harrison ond Balbo; 312:742:4007.
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