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MUSIC REVIEW

$PECAL TO THE REgIaTES

In the grouve: Cubsn native Orlando “Maraca” Valle and band Otra Vision’s rhythmic mix of jazz, salsa, cumbia. reggaz and

7ap got & Des Moines erowd moving Friday at the Hotel Fort Des Moines ballroom,

[ntoxicating concert
by Maraca needs no t
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ember w
music
wrsonal eapesience, for it's been
nute thi half a oentury since big
g bands gave way
valier ensembles abandoning
1 the legitimacy of
ncerthall Whatever jazz has
fram the progression in
T s ehullient
e a the Hotel Fort Des
Mowes by Cuba’s Orlando “Mara-
ca” Valle suggested what's been
8l

1n

racws nauve Cube, it
scunds 5 U all music & dance
frumic. w .tk fus 12-man Otra Vision
Arehes Vision) sffarlig an i

briefl bursts of rap. The response
Frigay found the dance floor filled
at the hotel ballroom, where some
among the 100 or so in attendance
had participated in dance lessons
prior to the concert, while others
were plainly (reestyling

Maraca came to prominence in
the late 808 and early B0s as a
weenage prodigy on flute with
Irakere. the Havana-based group
that had previously elevated
trumpeter Arturo Sandoval and
saxopbonist Paquitc DRivera to
international renown. Though the
flute has largely been relegated
within jazz to the novelty fringes,
Maraca empigys Otra Vision less
as a showcase for his chirpy solos
than an ex e of hin by ooy

depended little on individual dis-
plays of virtuosiy, concentrating
more on the ensemble’s poty-
rhythmic interplay of brass, per-
cussion and vocal
call-and-response. [n a band where
every instrument except the lead-
er's flute was part of the rhythm
section, pianist Irving Ferreyro
anchored the arrangements with
his percussive chord progressions,
while vocalit Wifrado Campe
exhorted the crowd (in Spanishy (o
become part of the music rather
than merely a »tness to it
Maraca’s soio flights coeasion
ally found the brass section taking
a break, leaving his flute to float
gver & strippad-down rhythm sec-
thon. While thers's & tendency (o

dynamic dissolved such
Hons. The rhythmic element
music was as limber and
sophisticated as it was insistent
while the melodies retamed « pr
mal, sensual pulse.

Though big bands might carry «
whiff of nostalgia on the Amer;
jazz drcudt, the musical fusions
Otra Vision sustained e charge
was thoroughly  contempor
The music not ity
progression of jazz full
widened that c
Afro<aribbean riyth;
sustained and renewsd the musc
international appeal

Where Maraca and (ara Visiu
have previousty found a 1
reaponae I A mmrics's bargar o





