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EMENDA RUMBA! ~ MARACA

EAT REVIEWS

ORLANDO "MARACA" VALLE
Tremenda Rumba
(Ahi Nama)

This latest CD from Cuban multi-instrumentalist’composer and arra
marks his fifth release as a bandleader and third release under the Los Ang
ent record (abel Ahi Nama Music

The new production embarks on & musical journey depicting f the Afra-Cabian cuity
of yesteryear, traveling 10 the present dey, and weaving its way into the luture Enthused in part by
the graphic works of Cuban muralist Sslvador Gonzalez (whose colorful designs adorn the pack
aging of this CD). this production by Maraca and his group represents 1 iiture th
has used music and other art forms to overcome the memories of yaar

gious history. Starting the “rumba” {the party) in the opening track is S
Cuban salsa/timba originel composition by Maraca, featuring special guast Cha
solo that sets the pace for this musical journey. Castigala is ancther Maraca original arranged in
a salsalragga style featuring Wilfrado Campa on lead vacals with Ammiel Castellanos an 1sp
vocals. Embracing the Pan-American musical palette is the track £ Fuele. fusing the thithms
the Latin American cumbia with that of the Cuban son. Caramela a Quilo is 4 tasty guaguanco witt
special appearances by Yoruba Andabo on vocals and percussion and Mario “Mayite” Rivira

is. Salseros from all walks of lite will love Pura llusion, a danceable teaturing Maraca
brother Yumuri an vocais. On infraduccion al Danzon and Danzon Barroco, M
pieta string section (violins, viola, cello and contra bass), creating a super anga format tha
excels in the interpretation and execution of the classically derved Cubar 1 the danz
Completing the CD ara the tracks La Novela (timbal, Cuba rnaval (conga), Yo Bailo ¢
Isaisal, Ohbatalé Ayacuna (an Afro-Latin jazz composition], and closing, @ remix versior
Castigaia, as a bonus track. Featured as guest anists in the CD are Yorubs Andano,
ra. Yumuri. Pancho T
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[image: image2.jpg]The Cuban releases that made up the summer sounds include
Bamboleo’s Niio! jQue Buena Estd! with remixes by DJ Cubanito and
Pistol Pete Lorimer as well as some live recordings of some of their
hottest hits.

Maraca’s Desearga Total is ane of the year’s best Cuban record-
ings. It features his young band Otra Vision and the veterans Pancho
Amat, Changuito and Yumuri (Maraca’s brother), who does vocals on
two tracks. One CD everyone is looking for is Yumuri and his Brothers
(Y Sus Hermanos) on the label Bis Music.

MARACA

iDescarga Total!
(Ahi-Nama)

Flutist/bandleader Orlando “Maraca” Valle is Cuba’s latest prince of the pied pipers. Am
ber of the new breed of young Cuban virtuosos, Maraca combines outstanding techni
with a pleasantly flowing style in all his interpretations of traditional Cuban music and th
not so traditional. He has been a member of the legendary Cuban bands Irakere

Cubanismo.

Descarga Total is the title of Maraca’s fourth and latest production, second under the ,
Nama record label. Backed by an impressive cast of musicians including master per
sionists Changuito and El Peje, Maraca delivers one of the most powerful sounds of tod
Latin music bands. As implied by its title, most of the repertoire consists of descarga c
positions, everything from Cuban descargas, Afro-descargas, paca-descargas and

descargas. There is also a beautiful danzon composition —Havana Danzon-and a hot s
tune —Solo Me Quedé—among other excellent selections. (RM)
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