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Maraca with Changuito
Thurs/8-Sun/11, Yoshi’s

ow do you get a nickname like “Maraca” (you know, the popular Latin per-
chssion instrument)? You gotta be able to shake it up pretty good to earn

such a name, but it's an apt one for Cuban flutist Orlando “Maraca” Valle.
Maraca paid his dues coming up as a teen sensation with the Afro-Cuban jazz
supergroup Irakere, leaving awestruck fans behind everywhere he went. Then
in 1996 cowboy rumbero Ned Sublette put out Maraca’s debut release on his
label Qbadisc, and the winds of fame began rushing toward him. Dates and
tours with Jesus Alcmany’s jCubanismo! and Frank Emilio Flynn established
him further, but it wasn’t until he began his association with Jimmy Maslin’s
Ahi Nama Recards that Maraca was finally allowed to prosper as a band-
leader. His latest release, Descarga Total, is a monster record that showcases
a youthful band swinging to no end. With percussion legend Jose Luis “Chan-
guito” Quintana on board, expect sparks to fly from the stage and potent timba
dance grooves to bring you to your feet. 8 and 10 p.m. (also Sun/11 matinee,
2 p.m.), 510 Embarcadero West, Jack London Square, Oakl. $20-$22. (510)
238-9200. (Chuy Varela)





