[image: image1.png]TIMES UNION ® Albany, New York

Flutist
Valle hits

new high

By DAVID MALACHOWSKI
Special to the Times Union

ALBANY — Orlando “Mara-
ca” Valle, one of Cuba’s top flute
players, brought his explosive band
to The Egg Friday for a celebration
of Afro-Cuban music more than
memorable.

Vallé ‘was born in 1966 into a
family of musicians in Havana. He
studied flute at the Manuel Samuel
Conservatory and began touring
with the Bobby Carcasses Orches-
tra in 1987. He joined Irakere in
1988, stayed there for six years and
left to start his solo career in 1994.

At The Egg, Valle, in a shiny
gold shirt, and band, all in black,
kicked things off with an up-
tempo traditional salsa. The crack
nine-piece band instantly revealed
itself to be composed of top-notch

icians. The horn section was
the admission price alone:
rto-Perez and Alex Norris on
rr}.mpct, and Andres Perez on
baritone sax, threw down mind-
béggling, rapid-fire staccato lines,
while percussionists Juan-Carlos
Rojas and ‘Rafael Valiente flailed
away with abandon.

Keyboardist Irving Ferreyro
held a hypnotic groove while bass-
ist Victor Miranda bounced
around the holes with style. Vocal-
ists Wilfredo Compa and Rolando
Morejoi quickly fell into their
smooth , dance moves and ad-
dressed the audience in Spanish. In
fact, that was the only language
spoken all night, which was fine
with the small crowd, as it seemed
to be their main language as well.
Beyond the language, the crowd
seemed to understand Valle and
where he was coming from geo-
graphically and spiritually.

Valle waited until the end of the
first selection before picking up
the flute, hisarticulation and sense
of melody exceptional, a veritable

Aslower quasi-jazzinstrumental
featuring Valle and the core
rhythni”section gave everyone a
chance to cool off, and showed
Valle’s considerable chops, agility
and speed. The crowd often broke
out in applause mid-solo during a
clever burst of notes. He left the

" stage as Ferreyro’s piano came to

the forefront, with some astound-
ing polyrhythmic ideas.

Valle and company slowly °

turned up the intensity, making
this night of Cuban music and
culture memorable for all.

MUSIC REVIEW.

ORLANDO ‘MARACA® VALLE
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